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An Easter egg hunt with a creative flair
Roll around Easter, and the hunt will be on for Easter eggs but not just any Easter egg, the coolest wooden cut outs that
will knock you out of the park. And not just any park, but parks
located within the Greater Green Island area.
That’s right, the Greater Green Island Community Network
have been pouring creativity into another fun-filled activity.
On Good Friday, 120 wooden easter egg cut outs will be
hidden around 12 Greater Green Island parks. Ten eggs will
be in the following suburb parks: Concord’s Emerson Street
Playground, Concord’s Mulford Park, Green Island’s Memorial
Park, Green Island’s Elwyn Crescent, Abbotsford’s Matthew
Street Playground, Abbotsford’s Lambert Street Playground,
Abbotsford’s Severn Street Playground, Fairfield’s Skatepark,
Fairfield’s Walton Park, Waldronville’s Delta Drive Park, Ocean
View/ Saddle Hill Reserve Playground and Brighton’s Domain.
Community worker Alana Goldsack said the idea was to
provide a family-friendly event.

time, if you have a school friend or neighbour who is isolating
over Easter weekend, find an extra egg to pop in their letterbox or let us know and we can get one to them,” she said.

“You get to explore one of your local parks, have a go on the
playground while also hunting for an Easter Egg. Once you
have found the egg the fun does not stop there, we would love All the eggs will be distributed by 9am on Good Friday.
for your kids to take an egg home and decorate, letting their
“We can not wait to see all the photos of kids hunting and
imagination run wild,” Ms Goldsack said
decorating their Easter Eggs. Share your photos and feedback
with us on the Greater Green Island Facebook page, Greater
Ms Goldsack encouraged community connection.
Green Island Easter Egg Hunt event page on Facebook or via
“We understand there will be some families isolating at this
email at events@greatergreenisland.nz” Ms Goldsack said.

Michael Mains

mainsplumbers@xtra.co.nz

0274366058

mainsplumbers.co.nz

The Greater Green Island Community Network is kindly supported by the following organisations:
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Business News
Highness: Adding fun and flare to gifts

Walk into Highness on Green Island’s Main South Rd, and you
can’t help but be dazzled. There’s a little bit of funk, prettiness
and fun on every shelf.
Meet owner Sarah Williams, and you’ll understand why the
concept of fun in her online/onsite novelty gift store is so
important.

Ms Williams believes you’re never too old to try something new
or flaunt a different style.
“One thing that frustrates me is when people say 'oh I'm too
old to have bright hair or tattoos!' or 'I'd love to do or wear
that, but I'm not brave enough!', we say just do it, have fun, be
yourself, you only live once so have fun! We try to have something for everybody though, we sell houseplants, traditional
jewellery (as traditional as pearl necklaces and earrings even!),
books, candles, nail polish, skincare, we have some really cute
gifts for kids - anything our customers request really!”
Originally operating solely as an online store, Highness
expanded, moving into its Green Island shop in 2020.
“We love the customers. We try to make sure every customer
feels super welcome and leaves feeling happy. Online is fun as
we pack little treats into every order and get to send out little
notes to our customers, we're working on being able to offer
something fun to each in store customer too,” Ms Williams
said.
With the online orders coming at such a fast pace, Ms Williams
employed another staff member last year.
“We were getting a few too many online orders for me to do on
my own, so Antonia packs orders for me 3 days a week while I
try stay on top of all the admin and slowly getting the shelves
full and the shop spick and span,” she said.
Please see the advertisement on opposite page for store opening hours. Alternatively, go to www.highness.co.nz for online
2
shopping.

Calling for former GI Firemen

Former firefighter Jeffory Woodford is wanting to hear from
Grandads in the Green Island area, but not just any grandad—
those who served with the Green Island fire stations in the
1940s– 50s.
A member of the Dunedin Fire Brigade Restoration Society, Mr
Woodford served for 45 years in Dunedin fire service, and is
hoping to put local names to photographed faces in a book
Ready Aye Ready by John Ingram and Paul Clements. The book
celebrates 150 years of Dunedin Fire Brigades, from 1861—
2011.
To contact Jeffory, please call 488 3708.
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Blooming honour in Green Island’s Memorial Gardens
A stroll through the Green Island Memorial Gardens always
offers a space for reflection and honour, especially on Anzac
Day with the echoes of ceremonial bag pipes and the laying of
the wreath.
A slower pace through the rose garden allows for the
observation of significant acknowledgments of the brave men
and women who died, serving New Zealand in wars, with
individual plaques placed under respective rose bushes.
For Green Island resident, Wilma Graham, the pathway is all
too familiar as the member of the Dunedin Rose Society was
consulted to help identify the names of the rose plants for a
book, Loving Memory.
The book, which was first published in 2017, was the project of
Francis Rowe who spent much time contacting the families of
the soldiers, exploring the history with the help of Irene
Paterson and the RSA.
Loving Memory also includes a map, showing the location of
identities and roses in the garden.
Mrs Graham said she spent some time going around
identifying the roses for the book, and it was “special” to look
out and wander through the gardens knowing she had a role to
play in acknowledging history.
“It took a good few hours but they were enjoyable hours.
What better place can you be than among roses,” Mrs Graham
said.
Mrs Graham had no connection with the families, but she said
it was a wonderful idea to relate the roses to the families. “It
was a great idea that Frances wrote about this place, and put it
all in print.”

From left: Wilma Graham and Hazel Mihaka enjoy the Green
Island Memorial Garden roses.
With increased interest in the historical book, Greater Green
Island resident Hazel Mihaka approached the GGICN
community workers, with an interest in showcasing the
memorial in the future.
A new print run of Loving Memory is being organised, and if
you would like to order and purchase a copy, please text Hazel
on 027 581 1988.

For information about Anzac Day services in Green Island and Brighton, please see page 5.

Green Island Road Safety Update.
Pipe renewals, road safety work underway

The main detour for this traffic is via the motorway or via
Carnforth and Neill Streets through Abbotsford.

As you’re probably aware, major work is now underway at the
intersection of Main South Road and Church Street.
The current work is focused on replacing old water supply and
wastewater pipes. It will then involve the construction of new
kerb and channels, a roundabout and raised crossings over the
coming months.
We acknowledge that this work is disruptive, particularly for
those businesses and residents within or near the construction
area. However, this project is important to improve road
safety in the area.

Buses
The Otago Regional Council has advised that south-bound
buses (77 – Mosgiel; 70 – Concord-Brighton; 40C – Green
Island) will now use the detour via Carnforth and Neill Streets,
before returning to Green Island, turning around, and
continuing on their normal route.
This will add delays to the service of around 10 minutes, so
please be patient with drivers while they navigate this work.
More details about buses are at www.orc.govt.nz.

Traffic management
Our goal with the traffic management in place during
construction is to minimise disruption and keep Main South
Road open, at least for one-way traffic near the Church Street
intersection, for as long as possible.
For traffic heading out of Green Island, towards Dunedin, Main
South Road remains open.
However, for traffic heading towards Green Island from town,
Main South Road is closed at the Church Street intersection.

Support local
We also encourage people to continue to support local
businesses in or near the construction area. We are
maintaining access to the carpark behind Night ‘n Day, car
parking is still available on the side of Main South Road
heading towards Dunedin, and pedestrian access is still
available.
More info
More information about the project is at
www.dunedin.govt.nz/green-island-improvements.

– an update from the Dunedin City Council
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From your friendly
Community Constable,
Fred Jansen
With Easter coming up, it’s a good time to
remind people to exercise good judgement on the roads,
travel at the speed limit and be patient in holiday traffic. And
don’t be tempted to check your phone— that Facebook
message alert can wait.
Too many accidents happen on our roads, especially over long
weekends. It’s everyone’s responsibility to drive safely.

Green Island Anzac Day Service:
Details to be announced online. Please keep a look out on the
Greater Green Island Facebook page.

Please drive safely - for everyone’s sake.
Happy Easter Holidays,

Fred.

Brighton Anzac Day Service:
Meet at the Brighton Rugby Club at 9.45am for the parade and
wreath laying, followed by a 10am service at Brighton Hall.
Morning tea will be served at the Brighton Club.

Neighbour’s Day 2022

Easter Church Services
St Mark’s Anglican Church
27 Shand Street, Green Island.
Good Friday Reflections, 7pm.

St Margaret’s Anglican
Church
4 Seaview Rd, Brighton
Easter Sunday , April 17th. Greet the sunrise at 7.15am on
Brighton Beach followed by worship at St Margaret’s.

Dunedin City Baptist Church (DCBC)
19 Main South Rd, Concord.
At the time of printing, service details were not available. If you
are interested in attending the Easter services, please call DCBC
on 488 4222 or visit www.dcbc.co.nz

You know it’s going to be a cracker of a party when a giant
sign boasts the event.
Some of the residents of Ocean View’s Edna Street gathered
to celebrate the 2022 Neighbour’s Day festivities, dogs
included.
Residents Sue and Kevin Weir hosted approximately 25
people.
Mrs Weir said the get together didn’t attract as many people
compared to previous years as some residents had covid, and
elderly people were cautious about large gatherings.
But the event was a success.

Lighthouse Baptist Church
222 Main South Rd, Green Island.
For details, please email Brendon Max: bhmax@xtra.co.nz

“It does keep all the neighbours informed. All the neighbours
talk and we love getting together,” Mrs Weir said.
“We started at 3pm but didn’t finish until midnight. Those
that hung around all had a really good party.”
5

Our Tamariki
The Wild Dunedin team are thrilled to announce that our
popular Festival is on again in the school holidays 22 – 28 April,
with a focus on the sea.
The Festival opens with a huge land art sculpture on the beach at
Lawyers Head, where Wanaka artists Martin Hill and Philippa
Jones will create the work on the sand at low tide. As the tide
comes in, the sculpture will be returned to the sea - a lesson in
sustainability.
At Mosgiel Library meet Spider Man James and learn about
spiders from around the world, and he’ll also teach you how to
make a bucket trap to catch and release small land creatures.
Catch Port to Port’s Sootychaser from Back Beach at Port
Chalmers to Quarantine Island for a treasure hunt, or across the
harbour to the Marine Studies Centre to learn about seaweed or
the lives of sea creatures. Or join the Monarch at Wellers Rock for
a discounted trip spotting wildlife.
The Royal Albatross Centre and Penguin Place are also offering
deals for Wild Dunedin, and kids go free at Orokonui Ecosanctuary
on 23, 24 and 25 April and receive a Kids Ecosanctuary Explorer
Pack.
Suzy Cato will be entertaining tamariki with music sessions at
Toitū, and she’ll also make an appearance at the very popular
Wildlife ER sessions at Otago Museum.

Fairfield School students took part in Sport Otago's Walk n'
Wheel week. Children were encouraged to walk or come
on something with wheels to school.
The week included a mufti day dressing up in bright
colours to promote being seen clearly on the roads. The
thing enjoyed most on the day was the obstacle course set
up on the courts!
Proceeds from the mufti day fundraiser are going towards
a full perimeter bike track and a pump track - a real asset
for the whole community!
Keep up the great work!

A talk on Pacific vaka and the popular 7 X 7 @ 7 at Otago
Museum, marine botanical drawing at the Marine Studies Centre,
birdwatching at Tomahawk Lagoon, a wildlife quiz night, and lots
more – there’s something for everyone at this year’s Festival.
Also gardeners will have the opportunity to visit some inspiring
gardens in town and on the Peninsula, foodies can enjoy a range
of special dining experiences, and if you’d like to get active,
Resistance Climbing Gym, Watercooled Sports and Esplanade Surf
School have special Wild Dunedin deals.
Online and print programmes available early April. Become a
friend on www.wilddunedin.nz for advance bookings. Follow us on
Facebook, Instagram and Twitter.

Do you have something you would like to share on
the Tamariki Page? We would love to hear from
you.

Please email:
Informer@greatergreenisland.org.nz

The temperatures may have plummeted a little, but that
didn’t deter Year 7 and 8 Big Rock Primary School students
from jumping into the surf.
Surfing is part of the summer curriculum at the Brighton
school, with teachers and parent helpers involved every
Thursday afternoon.

Look out Kelly Slater!!
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Peer support in challenging times
Ask Matthew Peppercorn about his vision for his community
mental wellness support group, and it’s clear he has 24/7
passion.
The clinical leader of WEKA, a mental wellness peer support
service, Mr Peppercorn began the educational support group
last year, in conjunction with Synergy Wellness, a mental
health needs assessment and service co-ordination service
(NASC) in Kaikorai Valley.
The group, which meets every Wednesday evening at Synergy
Wellness, is a place where people can obtain support in a free
and confidential setting.
Mr Peppercorn said he was most passionate about “people From left: WEKA Clinical leader, Matthew Peppercorn, Synergy
sharing stories with people and realising their response to Wellness peer support worker Natasha Squire and Synergy
Wellness manager Rob Willers.
things that have happened in life are completely normal”.
Mr Peppercorn said many of the concerns presented related to Rob Willers, the pair also established a peer-support café in
North-East Valley’s Valley Project premises on Thursdays, from
anxiety, low mood, substance use, or worries about friends
1– 5.30pm. Both services are free, but a koha is welcome.
and family. The group enabled an environment where issues
could be discussed, “turning it around into a positive”.

Mr Willers said they, together with a group of consumers
The group was attracting between 10 and 30 people, however identified a gap in the industry where people were finding it
difficult to get instant help for mental distress. “We came up
the impact of covid meant fewer people were attending at
with a model for a peer support café in line with what the
present.
consumers said they wanted from a service.”
The most rewarding part of the job was witnessing steps
towards recovery through an all person approach, and seeing
the group support each other, he said.

Mr Peppercorn said it was great working together with Synergy
Wellness.

“Synergy wellness have been a awesome organisation. They
“Our vision is to be open 24 hours a day seven days a week and gave a venue for sessions and crisis cafe, kai, an office space,
run a crisis cafe where people can attend with any issue and funded peer workers and given encouragement to carry on
know they will be supported rather than be told they are not when it was looking to much to do.”
sick enough.”
For more information about the peer support groups, please
Working in collaboration with Synergy Wellness’s manager,
contact Matthew on 022 504 1997 or Rob on 027 842 3282.
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Brighton’s monthly Muso Day
The roar of the ocean is the background music for Brighton
residents most days. But when the Brighton Club opens its
doors for its monthly Muso Day, locals (and visitors) are
treated to a talented line-up and a musical smorgasbord.
The Club, which is situated discreetly down a driveway
neighbouring the diary, is a vibrant community hub for music
goers and for its members.
Operating since 1950, the venue is affiliated with New Zealand
Clubs & Societies and is a members-only organisation—apart
from Muso Days.
Club president Elise Holton said the Muso Day began as the
Jam in late 2006 by David Fibbes, attracting the interest of
sibling, Carol Fibbes.

“It then began to spread via word-of-mouth. Then in 2013,
Anton Harris arrived with his sound system and the Muso Day
has gone from strength to strength featuring new sounds
every month. Social Media has also helped to spread the
sound to build a bigger fan base on the day.”
Ms Holton, who is the Club’s first female president, said the
Muso Day was a “monthly event that is unlike any other. The
reputation that has been built up by the acts, Anton and his
skills, and the support of the Brighton Club committee has
created an attraction that really is unique, just like the
Brighton community”.

Brighton Committee from left: Mark Ensor, Susannah Walker,
Elise Velenski, Colin Driver, Karen Beattie, Susannah Yeoman,
Kim Peet. Absent: Sally Tanner and Laurie McCormack.

“There are always challenges in running an establishment, and
then throw in a pandemic and financial pressures, and you
The vibe of the day was “very laid back starting at about 2pm. really have your work cut-out for you! However, with the
support of a fantastic committee, member-base and
This is when the “newbies” tend to come on and have a go
using the Sound Man. The bigger acts tend to come on later in community, I believe the Brighton Club is where it’s at!” Ms
Holton said.
the afternoon as that is when the crowd grows”, she said.
For more information, please email brightonclub@xtra.co.nz.
The Brighton Club is a licensed premise, that invites all
members to come along. The Muso Day is a monthly occasion,
providing a special license to allow non-members to come and
listen to the sounds.
“Children are welcome, under adult supervision, and we do
have a wee area that we are looking to fix-up so that the kids
can go outside and play/hang,” Ms Holton said.

Brighton Rugby Club

Like everything, there have been challenges in operating the
small community club.

Calling all parents and kids!
Did you know that the Brighton Rugby Club is now taking
registrations for the upcoming ripper and rugby season?
Go to https://www.sporty.co.nz/viewform/173996 to register
for the 2022, and be part of a great local club.
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Keeping connected

The great spud dig

Wanna keep in the know? Follow Greater Green Island
Community Network on its new Instagram for all the
news and connections.

Local family gifts to school

Over 40 people ventured to the Green Island Community Garden
recently, for its annual Spud Dig.
Hot weather, organic spuds fresh from the garden and the
opportunity for community connection—they were some of the
reasons why the day was such a success, Garden manager
Marion Thomas said.
Over 120 kilos of potatoes were sold at the Garden’s annual
fundraising event, with the money made set aside for the
purchase of next year’s seed potatoes.
“It definitely helped that it was such a glorious day. The weather
absolutely went in our favour.”
Ms Thomas said it was also a good way to promote the vision of
the Garden, and the response was very positive.
“People were just wonderful,” she said.
For more information about the Green Island Community
Garden, please call Marion on 021 263 1221.

The Green Island Shed
March Report.

Education appeared larger than life when a giant, 2.4 metre
pen was presented to Green Island School, recently.
The handcrafted gift held its weight not only in recycled
Rimu, but also in significance as the gift was from the local
Aburn family. The Aburn family wished to thank the school,
acknowledging the attendance of five generations.
Barrie Aburn who crafted the pen, along with his father,
Roger, presented the gift.
Principal Steve Hayward said the school opened 169 years
ago and for most of that time there has been a member of
the Aburn Family attending Green Island School.
“Receiving this very large pen is a perfect way to demonstrate our school motto of “Respecting the Past, Building the
Future,” Mr Hayward said.

After the Christmas break and
watching the Covid 19 we have
started to get the next project
moving for the shed. This is for
the engineers shed for those
interested in welding and metal
work. This has been a long journey but will be well used in the
future.
Bruce Cromb – Shed President.

The Shed is located at the end of Shand St, behind St Peter Chanel School.
Phone: 021 296 5752
Monday and Friday 10am to 12pm, and Saturday 10am to 1pm.
Phone Bruce on 027 624 4070 for more details.
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Looking after one’s wellbeing and mental health is so
important. Throw in the covid card, and it’s understandable
why life can feel a little more testing. For some, there has been
insurmountable financial stress, while others may have
experienced loneliness and anxiety.
So how do we look after our mental well-being when the going
gets tough? Here are some tips.
Routines may sound dull, but they’re good for our mental
health. Try to go to sleep and wake up at the same time, eat at
regular times, shower, change your clothes, have regular
coffee dates with friends, do your chores.

HELP LINES
•
•

•

Need to talk? Free call or text 1737 any time for
support from a trained counsellor.
Depression Helpline – 0800 111 757 or free text 4202
(to talk to a trained counsellor about how you are
feeling or to ask any questions).
Youthline – 0800 376 633, free text 234 or
email talk@youthline.co.nz or online chat.

•

Alcohol Drug Helpline—0800 787 797

•

Lifeline 0800 543 354 (0800 LIFELINE) or free text
4357 (HELP) – here to help ·

•

Samaritans 0800 726 666 – for confidential support
for anyone who is lonely or in emotional distress

•

Healthline— 0800 611 116 – for advice from trained
registered nurses

•

Covid-19 Healthline— 0800 358 5453 – for Covid-19
health advice and information

•

What’s Up 0800 942 8787 (0800 WHATSUP) call
(11am – 11pm) or online chat at www.whatsup.co.nz
(11am – 10.30pm) every day for 5-19 year olds ·

•

www.auntydee.co.nz – a free online tool for anyone
who needs help working through problems.

•

0508 TAUTOKO Suicide Crisis Helpline— 0508 828
865 – if you, or someone you know, may be thinking
about suicide, call for support from a trained
counsellor

•

Women’s Refuge Crisis line— 0800 REFUGE

When you're feeling good, think about what you would want
to tell your future self if things get harder and you find you
need more support. Reminding yourself of what's keeping you
feeling positive right now can help you through those more
difficult times in the future.

•

He Waka Tapu—0800 439 276 (0800 HEYBRO) – for
men who feel they are going to harm a loved one or
whānau member

•

Vaka Tautua— 0800 652 535 (0800 OLA LELEI) - free
national Pacific helpline. Mon-Fri 8.30am - 5pm

"You don't have to see the whole staircase, just take the first
step." - Martin Luther King, Jr. Think of something in your life
you want to improve, and figure out what you can do to take a
step in the right direction.

•

Aoake te Rā— 0800 000 053 - free counselling for
people bereaved by suicide.

Limit the amount of news you follow: If you want to check
news sites, take notice of how it makes you feel. Make a limit it
to one news source and set time restrictions.
Catch some vitamin D when you can.

Spending quality time with friends or family, talking to
someone about how we are feeling or finding ways to
help other people can all help stop you from feeling lonely
and improve your mental health and wellbeing. This can
be online, by phone or seeing someone in person.
Taking some time to relax: Many of us haven’t stretched our
‘relaxation muscles’ in far too long. It might take a bit of trial
and error to find what works for you. Maybe it’s lighting a
scented candle, switching off with a good book, playing a video
game, having a silent disco, talking to a mate, watching ASMR
videos online, reading a book, getting creative and making
some art, try our mindful colouring, journaling or watching
movies. We all need to find things that help us switch off and
reenergise our minds and bodies.
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Garden Gossip
With the prices of fresh produce skyrocketing, it’s the perfect
time to get serious about establishing a vegetable garden,
even if the coming winter months don’t allow for the
flourishing assortment of greens. Don’t despair, there’s still a
number of vegies which will thrive. And even if you have a
small patch or a little garden box, one vegetable grown, is one
less you need to buy.
So as we settle into Dunedin’s autumn weather, what are the
best vegies to plant and what will thrive in our chilly little
corner of the world?
Broad beans, beetroot, silverbeet, miners lettuce and spinach
can all be sown straight into the ground—and when fully
grown, they will provide a rich plate of nutrients for the family.
If you are lucky and have a bigger garden space, remember
that you can always blanche your vegetables and freeze them
for a time ahead. There’s no need to let anything go to waste.
In other areas of the garden, it’s the best time to get those
spring bulbs in the ground, and prune back shrubs that have
finished flowering.
It’s also the optimal time to plant new trees and shrubs so that
they can get established over the cooler, winter months.

Looking to try a new sport, or perhaps dust off a couple of
racquets in the shed?
The Green Island Badminton Club is underway with its new
season, and wants to extend a warm welcome to anyone
interested in joining.
Games are played on Monday evenings at 7pm at the
Sunnyvale Sports Centre, 326 Main South Rd, Green Island.
Racquets are available for those who don’t own one, and
shuttles are provided.

For more information, please call Ken Foote on 027 476
7907

Mitchell’s annual bash

Want to learn a new skill, or
make new friends whilst
working on a project?

The Green Island Shed is the
perfect place, offering a
workshop to mentor wood
working, tool handling and
construction.
Monday and Friday 10am to
12pm, and Saturday 10am to 1pm. Phone Bruce on 027 624
4070 for more details.

Everyone loves a good party, and if there’s one thing that’s
sure in these times of change, the residents of Abbotsford’s
Mitchell Street know how to throw a great one.

The Shed is located at the end of Shand St, behind St Peter
Chanel School.

The residents have been meeting annually for a summer get
together for over a decade. The expectations of the recent
summer gathering were simple. Everyone in the Street was
invited to bring something for the BBQ, a chair and a smile.

Phone: 021 296 5752
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