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Easter egg hunt results boast creative flair  

Michael Mains 

0274366058 

mainsplumbers@xtra.co.nz 

mainsplumbers.co.nz 

The GGICN wooden Easter egg hunt was a  huge creative 

success, judging by the multitudes of happy faces and  

painted eggs messaged to the network’s community  

workers. 

On Good Friday, 120 wooden Easter egg cut outs were     

hidden around greater Green Island parks,  prompting  one 

of the most popular Easter hunts. Children, as pictured, then 

decorated the eggs at home. 

Thank you to everyone who took part. We’re thrilled you 

had so much fun!!!! 

mailto:mainsplumbers@xtra.co.nz


 2 

 

Experience Hair 

 

 

Business News 

Thank you and Farewell to GGICN    

Committee member Matt Tobin. 

 

Matt has made a huge contribution to the   

Network through his work in website design, 

technology and the printing of the Informers at 

Southern Colour Print. Thank you for all your 

hard work and laughs — you will be missed. 

Thanks also to Southern Colour Print who has 

done a fabulous job of printing our newsletters 

for the past seven years. 

A face mask may hide Marteen Oaten’s smile, but it’s  
impossible to hide the Experience Hair hairdresser’s warmth 
and sparkle.   

A hairdresser at the Main South Rd Green Island salon for 30 
years, Marteen loves her salon, job—and the community. 

“I love Green Island, love it! It’s a great wee community, very 
family-orientated with very loyal customers. That explains 
why we have been here so long,” Ms Oaten said. 

Working together with previous owner, and soon to be      
retired, Lee Cheshire, Ms Oaten took over the salon in 2020. 

“It was a bit daunting at the start. It was a lot to take on,” Ms 
Oaten said. 

And then came Covid. 

“We are getting busier. We are seeing that comeback happen 
but it did go through a wee lull there for a while. This  
pandemic has been horrendous. It’s been hard on everyone,” 
Ms Oaten said. 

But in chatting, it’s clear that nothing has slowed the passion 
and enthusiasm Ms Oaten has for the trade. 

“I love all aspects of hairdressing. I love the variety that 
comes with the job. I don’t favour cutting over colour because 
no two people are the same, everyone is different, all hair 
types are different so I enjoy all aspects of it,” she said. 

To book appointments, please call 488 3624. 

There are currently no late nights bookings. Experience Hair 
opens at 9.30am—5 or 5.30pm, Monday to Friday, and      
Saturday mornings from 9.30am to 12noon. 
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Below the  buzz of the motorway over Concord, there’s a 
healthy green oasis in the making. Welcome to the Concord 
Community Garden!  

Situated on Dunedin City Baptist Church land, the garden has 
been a work in progress over four years, and care taker Malcom 
Cowan is keen to welcome involvement from the surrounding 
community. 

“It would be nice to see more people involved. We had the idea 
that families might like to come and bring their kids and plan 
their own plot or something and take ownership of it,” Mr Cow-
an said. 

With the Green Island Community Garden an inspiration, Mr 
Cowan said he would like to see the garden serve as a 
“Community hub”. 

Four people are currently involved on the team, and the vision 
is to teach more people about growing their own produce.  

For more information, please call Malcom on  027 229 2506. 

Concord’s growing oasis 
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Digging deep at Big Rock Primary School 

Senior students from Big Rock Primary School delve into some 
pretty important subjects in their curriculum, with the          
significance of mental health being one of them.  

In recent visit from I AM HOPE speaker Tai Tupou, students 
had the opportunity to listen to his journey with mental health 
issues.  

A representative of the youth wellness organisation, Mr Tupou 
has been travelling New Zealand alongside Mike King, visiting  
schools and sharing his story. 

I AM HOPE Ambassador and Big Rock Primary School board of 
trustees chairperson, Scott Weatherall attended the session. 

“Tai shared some of his personal mental health journey in a 
real and extremely relatable way. He spoke about why people 
don't ask for help and how to make asking for help a little     
easier. He also spoke about how to look after your buddies, the 
"inner critic" and how to keep that in check,” Mr Weatherall 
said.  

Students were also given the opportunity to tell the person 
beside them one thing that they really liked about that person.  

“For me being a Paramedic, I often see people who are  
completely overwhelmed with their Mental Health. Being  
involved with I AM HOPE is so positive and rewarding for me              
personally,” Mr Weatherall said. 

Through donations, the organisation funds private counselling 
for youth on waiting lists, and travels to schools to promote 
mental wellbeing. 

To find out more about  the work of I AM HOPE, go to 
www.iamhope.org.nz. 

Waldronville’s Delta Park Playground may have a plane in it, 
but the area is about to take off to whole new level. 

The Dunedin City Council Parks and Reserves Team have  
allocated funding into their 2023/2024 work plan and budget 
for the establishment of a ½ basketball court in the area. 

Saddle Hill community board chairman Scott Weatherall said 
the announcement was exciting as the board consulted with 
the Waldronville community in 2020/2021, seeking feedback 
on recreational equipment ideas for young people. 

“We think it will bring something really positive for our older 
(10 plus) young people in Waldronville  -  somewhere to hang 
out, shoot some hoops and be young people doing cool and 
positive things that are offered in their community,” Mr 
Weatherall said. 

The project looked to cost between $25-30,000.00, he said. 

Getting ready to bounce 
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Work is progressing well at the intersection of Main South 
Road and Church Street. At this stage of the project,  
underground water and wastewater pipes are being renewed 
to enable the footpath, kerbing and landscaping works to start 
above ground.  

The wastewater pipe renewal works are happening on Church 
Street. These works are being undertaken in stages, with the 
road closure moving up the street as work progresses. We 
acknowledge that this work is disruptive, particularly for those 
businesses and residents within or near the construction area. 

Traffic and parking 

Our goal with the traffic management on this project is to  
minimise disruption, maintain consistency, and keep Main 
South Road open, at least for one-way traffic near the Church 
Street intersection, for as long as possible.  

As you will have noted, the majority of the works have now 
moved to the Night ‘n Day side of the street, and the road  
layout has changed slightly. One way traffic is still being  
maintained to minimise disruption. Unfortunately, this traffic 
management change means that parking will temporarily be 
removed from the front of Night ‘n Day. You can continue to 
park on Main South Road before the works, or in the Shand 
Street carpark. 

We apologise for any inconvenience and will do our best to 
complete the work as quickly as possible. 

Pedestrian access 

Footpaths will remain open at all times, so that the public can 
access businesses and residents can access their properties 
safely. There may need to be pedestrian detours at some 
stages of the works. 

Busses 

South-bound buses will continue to use the detour via 
Carnforth and Neill Streets, before returning to Green Island, 
turning around, and continuing on their normal route. 

More details about buses are at www.orc.govt.nz.   
 

Support local  

We encourage people to continue to support local businesses 
in or near the construction area. We are maintaining access to 
the carpark behind Night ‘n Day, car parking is still available 
before the construction site, and pedestrian access is still  
available.  
 
For more information about the project go to 
www.dunedin.govt.nz/green-island-improvements.  

With covid making the running of community groups a  
challenge, one local Mainly Music group is back with a beat. 

The Fairfield Mainly Music group and all their budding little 
performers meet every Wednesday morning, and its hoping 
more parents and caregivers will join the fun. 

Group leader Alice Hurst has been involved with the group for 
nearly 14 years, and said the sessions offer half an hour of  
music and movement, together with exploring colours, 
counting and nature. 

“It’s also a time for mums, dads and caregivers to connect with 
others, and share the ups and downs over chats and coffee,” 
Mrs Hurst said. 

Like everything, covid disrupted the group and numbers  
decreased, but Mrs Hurst is wanting to promote the group as a 
great way for parents to connect and children to enjoy dance 
and music. 

One of the organisers and parents, Mieka Conner has been 
coming to the group for six years. 

“For me,  it’s about coming and talking to the other mums.  It’s 
about getting out in the middle of the week. It’s something to 
do with the kids, and I get to meet other mums. You get to 
complain about the same things we are all experiencing and 
going through. It’s about friendship. I miss my Wednesdays 

when I don’t come. And the kids enjoyed it, too,” Mrs Conner 
said. 

The group meets at Fuel Church, 78 Main Road, Fairfield. The 
sessions begin at 10am, and are followed by morning tea. En-
try $3 per family. 

All welcome. 

For more information, please call Alice on 021 173 2534 or see 
the advertisement on opposite page. 

Fairfield Mainly Music Group 

DCC update: Green Island pipe renewals and road safety 

http://www.orc.govt.nz
http://www.dunedin.govt.nz/green-island-improvements
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Our Tamariki 

Left, Enjoying the last of the 
warm weather, Abbotsford 
School  Year 7 and 8 students 
took education outdoors,         
recently. 

As part of Let’s Go Sailing          
Program, the students learned 
sailing on the Otago Harbour. 

Below:  The annual triathlon  
competition may have been  
cancelled this year but students 
from       Abbotsford School had a 
great time at  Sport Otago's 
"Virtual Triathlon" held recently 
at Forsyth Barr Stadium.  

The honouring of ANZAC soldiers is a significant annual event 

for  Green Island School students, with history, reflection,   

creativity, wreath laying and acknowledgments an important 

feature of its curriculum.  

Students at St Peter Chanel can be forgiven for being a little  

star-struck recently, when Otago Rally driver—and winner, 

Haydon Paddon cruised up to school. 

The eight time winner of the Otago Rally, Mr Paddon arrived 

at the school for questions and autographs. Two lucky         

children were even treated to a ride in Paddon’s rally car. 

The visit was a surprise for the students, principal Tim Lucas 

said. 
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Bookbus Timetable for 

Greater Green Island 

Abbotsford  

Fri: 2.30pm - 2.50pm. Abbotsford Road / Hunterville Flats 
Fri: 2.55pm - 4.00pm. North Taieri Road / Exmouth Street. 

Brighton  
Tue: 10.30am - 12.30pm.  Bath Street / Cole Street. 

Concord 
Fri: 1.30pm - 2.15pm. Emerson Street / Shopping Centre  

Fairfield 
Wed: 1.30pm - 2.45pm. Old Brighton Road / Sickels Street  

Green Island 
Mon: 10.45am - 11.30am. Main South Road / Memorial Park 
Fri: 6.00pm - 7.30pm. Main South Road / Jenkins Street  

Ocean View 
Tue: 1.45pm - 2.45pm. Brighton Road (by Hall)  

Waldronville 
Tue: 3.00pm - 4.00pm. Delta Drive / Vulcan Road  

Autumn may be bringing a sleepy feel in the gardens as plant 
growth slows for the winter period ahead, but it’s a good time 
to take cuttings from your favourite plants. 
If you love evergreen shrubs such as camellias,  
rhododendrons, coprosmas, hebes, daphnes and herbs like 
bay, lavender, rosemary, sage and thyme, now is the time to 
take cuttings and enjoy the activity of propagation.  
So how do you take a cuttings and successfully grow new 
plants? 
Using clean, sharp secateurs, take a cutting (approximately 10
–15cm) just below a node. 
Take cuttings from non-flowering stems. 
Carefully remove lower leaves to reduce transpiration, so 
cuttings do not wilt. However, some foliage should be         
retained to allow photosynthesis to occur. 
Dip the end into honey or a rooting hormone, before          
inserting into a pot filled with seed-raising mix. 
The medium should be kept moist but not too wet, or the 
roots may rot. 
Position the pot in a bright spot, out of sunlight. Mist the soil 
regularly to keep it moist. 
Cuttings may develop roots between several weeks or a few 
months. When established, potted plants make great         
additions to the garden or great gifts for friends. 

Happy Gardening! 

Garden Gossip 
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Phone:  021 296 5752  



Are you interested in gardening and learning more 

about growing fruit and vegetables? 

Do you know about the Green Island Community 

Garden? 

 

To find out more about this  

amazing community group, 

please call Marion Thomas 

on 021 263 1221. 


